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My main area of research is (and continues to be) the development and implementation
of writing centers in Japanese Universities. Over the past few years, | expanded from solely
studying writing centers to include the impact of peér learning. | am still conducting interviews
with administrators, tutors, and writers from writing centers at Japanese universities. A
secondary research interest that developed due to the Covid-19 pandemic was the shift from
face—to-face tutoring to online tutoring and the positives/negatives from this change.
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Concerning my AY2021 research, | had planned to continue interviewing
writing center administrative staff and tutors via Zoom meetings. In AY2020, the
situation was very new and abrupt. Due to this, | was only able to interview three
participants. The data from these three participants was coded and analyzed in
2021. Then, | submitted an article based on the previous data to a peer-reviewed
journal (JALT’s PanSIG Journal 2021), and it was accepted for publication. The
article focused on the difficulties féced when adjusting to online writing tutoring




and how tutors overcame these difficulties.

Because | became more familiar with the overall process of online data
gathering, | was able to interview 12 more candidates during AY2021. Each interview
lasted for approximately 120 minutes. | used the research funds | received from
Tsuru University to provide a small remuneration for the participants in the
interviews. | also used the research funds to have the interviews transcribed.
Each interview provided about 40-60 pages of transcribed data. | am now sitting on
a large amount of data and am slowly coding it while looking for emerging patterns.

In addition to my main research topic, | also published two smaller articles
for the university’'s main research bulletin and the l|anguage center’s research
report. The university’ s main research bulletin article was titled: A Book Review
of Ungrading: Why rating students undermines learning (and what to do instead). |
chose to review this recently published book (2020) about ungrading, to share
knowledge of alternative assessment to some of my colleagues who may be struggling
with assessment during the Covid-19 pandemic. The other article for the language
center’s research report was titled: FlipGrid as an Assessment Tool: Reducing Stress
for Learners and Saving Time for Instructors. This article was a report on a new
assessment tool | used in my classroom teaching. The article was written for a
wider audience. Hopefully, any educator could read this article and get a better
understanding of using FlipGrid as an assessment tool.
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