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The Long Goodbye

It’s becoming increasingly difficult for me to
ignore the fact that my stint as a full-time teacher
at this university is finally coming to an end. I’'ve
had a great time over the years. However, I’ll be
continuing to work here as a part-timer next year
and beyond, so in one way it doesn’t really feel
like so much of a milestone.

My involvement at Tsuru University as a
part-timer goes back about twenty seven years,
so it kind of feels like a continuation of a long,
historical process. Even so, if I think of it in
those terms, I’d have to say that the experience
of working here has been extremely significant
for me. Many of my most important personal
experiences have taken place during that time.

From a professional perspective, it’s also
been an incredible time. I never expected to be the
first foreign head of department at Tsuru, but that
actually happened, and what a learning process
it was! In fact, a huge amount of what I have
learned over the years has been accomplished
within the walls of this university. For that, I am
sincerely grateful.

I had the opportunity to do quite a lot
of travelling related to research activities and
student exchange programs. During the last few
years, I have travelled to Europe, north America,
and Southeast Asia. It was a lot of fun to try to set
up connections with universities in different parts
of the world, and I was even able to organize and
lead international conferences. On many different
levels, it has been an absolutely unforgettable
experience, and I feel extremely grateful to have
had the opportunity to meet many people from
different countries and educational institutions.

In addition, I had the opportunity to work
on online course development, which was also
hugely exciting. The whole experience made
me realize how important it is to maintain

communication, and that is particularly true given

2022% 389K
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the challenges that the pandemic has thrown up. I
have no intention of slowing down with regard to
these kinds of activities, and I see this as just the
beginning.

The standard of the students at Tsuru is
extremely high by comparison with many other
institutions, and the foreign teachers here are
always quick to point out that English standards
are very good.

It cannot be denied that being able to work
and research here has made my life easier and
better in many ways. The administrative and
teaching staff also have helped me in so many
ways over the years, There is not space here to
make an adequate account. In any case, you know
who you are, so thank you very much.

My hope is that the university will go
from strength to strength and that our students
will continue to make a massive contribution to
society well into the future. A big part of my heart
will remain here, and you’ll still be able to see me
walking the corridors on a physical basis at least

once a week.

The Big Snow
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Do Not Settle for
Mediocrity

v ar SEe]
Olagboyega, Kolawole Waziri

It is with a great pleasure that I congratulate you on your
graduation. You have worked very hard for four years or
more to earn your degrees. You deserve all the praises
and admiration.

Most of you will go into the world of work. For
most of you, the next forty to fifty years will represent
a cycle of work, work and then family, and work, work,
and work. This is good if you love what you do. You
must love your work; and if you do, you will enjoy doing
what you do so it would not seem like work anymore
but like a hobby. For those of you who do not enjoy your
work, my advice to you is to have the courage to quit
and pursue what makes you happy. After all, it is not life
itself that matters but the courage one brings to it.

Why is courage important and why must you
have it? If you want to be happy in your life after your
university education, you must have the courage to
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do what you really want to do. Otherwise, you will be
working for that company day-in, day-out, and before
you realize it, it is time to retire. You then begin to
wonder where all the time has gone. More importantly,
what happened to the dreams you had when you were at
the university? What happened to the dreams you had to
travel the world; to volunteer in a developing country; to
study more; and to do many other things?

What your Japanese education and socialization
processes have not prepared you for is to question the
status quo; to think for yourself and behave differently
in order to do whatever you want to do. To achieve
your dreams, you must have the courage to stand up for
yourself, by enduring the hardship that will lead to your
everlasting happiness; by being that proverbial “nail”,
but one that refuses to be hammered down.

Meanwhile, you must remember that our successes
are conditioned by the amount of risk we are ready to
take. And, the big fish is never caught in shallow waters.
If you don’t have the job you love, be prepared to risk
anything. Do not settle for mediocrity in life. Eventually,
you will gain everything and you will be happy. I wish
you happiness throughout the remaining years of your
lives.
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You Don't Control What
Happens, You Control
How You Respond

EESEFREN
Nordstrém, Karl Johan

Life is change, and how we react to that change in large
part determine who we are, who we become, and the
quality of our lives.

When you started as freshmen at Tsuru University,
it was before the Covid-19 pandemic ravaged the world.
Students still went to class, facemasks were not the norm,
and campus life was flourishing. During your second
year, you studied in Scandinavia during the autumn term,
honing your academic skills and immersing yourself
in intercultural exchange. As third year students, you
experienced University life through the lens of a world
pandemic; classes going online and campus life severely
restricted. Finally, as fourth year students, classes were
mostly once again held face to face, yet facemasks and
various other sanitary precautions seem to have become
the new normal.

If there is some good to seize upon in these
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drastically changing, pandemic ridden times, perhaps
it is the insight that You Don't Control What Happens,
You Control How You Respond. This insight from Stoic
philosophy, on the importance of differentiating between
what we can change and what we can't, was eloquently
expressed by Epictetus:

“The chief task in life is simply this: to identify and
separate matters so that I can say clearly to myself which
are externals not under my control, and which have to
do with the choices I actually control. Where then do 1
look for good and evil? Not to uncontrollable externals,
but within myself to the choices that are my own...”
— Epictetus, Discourses, 2.5.4-5

No matter what happens around you, or to you, in this
beautiful yet often broken world, what you control is
how you respond. Therefore, I raise my glass to you in a
celebratory salute. Through all of the changes you have
experienced during your four years at Tsuru University,
you have persevered, worked hard under increasingly
difficult circumstances to earn your degree, and it is
now my pleasure to be able to congratulate you on your
graduation. Congratulations!
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An Unconventional Graduate
School Experience

KER TR WERAKNZER
Francine Chloe Ramirez

The title says it all. In no way was my experience in
graduate school conventional or average. Like many
students in 2020, I started my academic journey in Tsuru
University in the midst of a global pandemic. It was
indeed shocking, having to quickly adapt to the remote
and online setting. I was lucky enough to get to know
some of my colleagues in the English Department, and the
camaraderie and teamwork that proceeded was bountiful.

Together, we graduate students trudged over the
mountains of challenges that came our way. Some of us were
international students, and one of the main hurdles we all
deeply felt was the urge to visit home during breaks and
holidays when we couldn’t. There were times when I felt
stuck and alone. There were times when I felt like giving up.

It was in these dark, scary moments when I realized
that there were so many people cheering me on, not only
back in my hometown in the Philippines, but in Tsuru
University as well. There were professors, encouraging and
kind; there were fellow students, motivated and optimistic

2022%3898HK)
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Master's Dissertation Submission

about the future; and there were amazing staff members,
always ready to help with anything. Despite all the obstacles,
the graduate students managed to create a safe space and
community where we could all relax, vent, cry, and laugh
together. This made the unorthodox two years bearable.

In these two years, I have learned innumerable
lessons, not only about topics in the field of linguistics
and language learning, but also in pragmatics, language
teaching, and educational psychology. I am so very
blessed, humbled, and grateful for having the opportunity
to pursue my master’s degree at Tsuru University, and
I look forward to putting everything I learned over the
past two years into practice.
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