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Go and Make a Difference!

RN AR

Very many congratulations to all of you on your graduation.
Congratulations on weathering the academic rigors of the
University for four years; congratulations on securing
your desired jobs; and to those furthering their studies,
congratulations for securing admissions to pursue your
masters’ degrees either in Japan or abroad.

Japan has been facing many challenges since the 1990s -
supply chain issues, rising labor costs, and political issues
have highlighted problems with Japan's reliance on China as
a base for its manufacturing investments. With a low birthrate
and aging population, Japan's social security system is under
strain and is suffering from labor shortages. The consequences
of the foregoing issues can have profound social and economic
implications, including slower growth in output for some time.

However, the situation can be reversed. The Japanese
history is replete with a culture and mentality that can turn
adversity into prosperity. A country that roared back from the
devastations of a World War to become the second biggest
economy in the world, with little to no natural resources, can

Olagboyega, Kolawole Waziri

overcome all challenges. Your generation should be prepared
to work hard to return Japan to its rightful glorious position
on the world stage. Therefore, I bid you to go and make a
difference!

Your generation represents an important human resource
within the Japanese society — you are agents of social change,
economic development, and progress.

Be the hope the country is waiting for - in the form of
participation, concern, volunteerism and by solving the
country’s social and economic problems. You can contribute
through your labor and your entrepreneurial skills. You can
take on leadership roles in your communities and play active
roles in decision-making processes within the organizations
you work in. And if proper opportunities arise, endeavor to
represent your ideas in fields such as politics, then we can
expect a drastic change in the country's growth.

In the immortal words of President Barack Obama, “Yes,
you can”! I implore you to go and make a difference for the
benefit of the entire country.
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“Do it for the plot!”
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It is an honor to have been asked to write this message and share my thoughts
to celebrate our graduation. Congratulations to all of you! These past four
years as a Tsuru University student were full of adventurous and unforgettable
experiences. Starting off freshman year during the pandemic, studying every
single day to achieve some of my biggest goals while in university, such as
going on an exchange program and spending one year in the US, meeting lots
of amazing people from all over the world, and eventually finding out the
ultimate goals of my life: these milestones were not always easy. However, all
of these experiences taught me countless lessons for my future endeavors. As
I wrote in the title “Do it for the plot,” every single thing you encounter is for
the unwritten pages in your book. When I struggle with something, I always tell
myself, “You only live once, and don’t be afraid of making mistakes.” And I
believe it is better to challenge something than to regret not trying.

Lastly, I would like to thank my family, professors, fellow classmates,

friends, and those who encouraged me and believed in me during my journey. I
believe that this is not the end, this is the beginning of a new chapter in my life.

I am excited about what the future holds and will keep trying new things.
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