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NO MAN IS
AN ISLAND

EXHRAEHIE
ZHETF

Congratulations on your
graduation! I hope many of
you are full of hopes and
aspirations for your future,
but at the same time you may
have worries and anxieties
about starting a new life. To
those who graduate this year,
I would like to present my
message, referring to “No man
is an island.”

“No man is an island, entire
of itself; every man is a piece
of the continent; a part of the
main.”

(John Donne, 1624)

This is a short extract from a
famous poem written by John
Donne, a great metaphysical
poet of the 17th century. It
is said that he expresses his
memories and feelings of his
relationships with his friends
and relatives. Especially, this
line is frequently quoted
when people talk about the

ZEEICB<BHLE

significant role culture plays
in teaching and learning
foreign languages. In a global
sense, it can represent our
place in life, which means that
each of us is important as a
member of the world; however
useless or unworthy we may
feel, everyone contributes to
mankind and we matter to each
other. In a local sense, it implies
people are connected with
each other by ‘shared culture’
and in reality we cannot live
without being affected by it.
For you, Tsuru University
is like a continent in the latter
context. Through learning at
Tsuru University, you have
shared a lot of things: from
happiness, joy, enthusiasm
to sorrow, bitterness and
hardship. Working together,
each has contributed to what
you have belonged to. Now
you are leaving this place to
sail the seas to a wider world.
I strongly hope that what you
have gained and cultivated
in Tsuru will give you the
wisdom and strength to
further develop as a decent and
sensible global citizen. Also, I
would like you to keep sharing
good news to encourage and
inspire one another. However,
when you start a new life in
a new place, you might face

a lot of difficulties because
of the different cultures you
will meet. Certainly, meeting
different people and struggling
to get along in unfamiliar
situations will help you to
develop as a person, but in
the process, you may face
a lot of hurdles to get over,
too. Even after you go your
separate ways, I would like
you to remember that you are
not alone; whenever you are
having a hard time or even feel
depressed, you will probably
not be the only one. This is
actually what Donne meant
to write in his poem; he was
writing this when he was very
weak in bed, saying to himself
that he was not alone because
many others, including his
friends, could be in the same
situation. Thinking this way,
he must have been released
from his fears and felt calmer
and more comfortable. If you,
likewise, think of those you
love, including your friends,
you will be able to keep going.

This is the beginning of a
journey to bigger and better
things.

Bon voyage!
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