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I was only at Tsuru University
for six years, and six years
is not very long in terms of a
career. But there are several
aspects to my time at Tsuru
that I will always cherish.
The environment is one. By
‘environment’ , I don’ t
only mean the location in the
mountains, but ‘environment’
also includes the people and
the working conditions. I have
experienced only kindness
among the people I have
worked with: the office staff
who are always so patient
and helpful even when I am
late with some documents, my
colleagues who have endured
my ignorance and answered
my questions with such
forbearance. But the physical
environment has also been
lovely with the swallows in
Spring which I have enjoyed
watching from the window
of my office, the vastness
of the sky which is unusual
in Japan but something that
I miss of my own country,
and the changing climate and
weather all of which could be
seen from windows. One thing
I will not miss, however, is the
snow, but that is inescapable
in Japan anywhere outside of
Tokyo. The drives each day
through the mountains to and
from Tsuru, even in the snow,
have been a constant source
of refreshment giving me a
quiet moment in each day for
reflection and planning.

There have also been my

EXFHHR BATIOAX

research, teaching, and the
students. I feel very fortunate
that I was able to do research
in areas of my interest:
metacognitive second language
learning strategies and second
language listening. I spent
several years with pilot studies
before the final research where
I found that, yes, it certainly
is possible to change students
attributions for success or
failure for their vocabulary
learning and to change
their approach to and use of
strategies for learning second
language vocabulary. The
work I did this last year on the
problems first year non-English
majors experience in an English
classroom when the language
of instruction is English
revealed several important
sources of difficulties. The
results have implications for the
introduction of more English
in the English classroom from
2013. And I will continue with
research in this area in the
coming years. This listening
research was carried out
with the help of many of the
students in my two seminars
on English Education. They
helped identify problems they
have experienced in listening
to oral English through out
their educational experience.
Their advice and help were
invaluable to the work during
all of the data collection and
analysis. They were in on the
results as they appeared, and
we discussed the implications
of those results for the English

BAEIAOA RYR

classroom and teaching.

Although there are many
wonderful aspects to my time
at Tsuru, the students have
been the real high point. They
are young people who accept
challenges and realize there
are more challenges ahead
and are ready to face them.
They are enthusiastic to learn
and eager to help each other.
They are very active; certainly
there is nothing passive about
them. They are also kind,
generous and open. In short,
they are great people with
whom I feel privileged to have
had the opportunity to work
with. I sometimes feel very
discouraged when I see how
my generation has managed
the world, but I am more
positive about the future when
these young people take charge.

Finally, my six years have been
very short, but I would like to
thank all the people who have
so generously given of their
time and energy on my behalf,
and there are many. I truly
appreciate all the kindness and
great patience that has been
shown me during my time at
Tsuru.
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