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To the Graduating Seniors,

TP EIHIR
Eloise Hamatani

For much of vour
lives that you can remem-
ber, you have been stu-
dents. Now, you are gradu-
ating and will take your
places as [ull members of
society. That transition is
both very exciting and
quite frightening; it is one
that you have been plan-
ning for and anticipating
for a long time. But the last
four years have not been
only a time for wailing,
planning and preparing.
They have also been a time
of change and growth,
learning and experience, a

EEL BB EIE

time somewhat apart from
the regular stream of your
lives.

As you confinue on
the way you have chosen
to travel in your life, you
will often discover, here
and there along the way,
things that vyou have
learned or experienced
during these four years.
Not necessarily things you
have pushed into your
brain before tests, although
they might be. Actually, it
is more likely that they will
be unexpected things, like
when you see or hear
something and you are
reminded of something
[Tleeting. Like seeing a
patch of violets on a hill-
side in Spring might bring
to mind a passage from a
novel you read, enriching
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the view you have before
you with the words of the
novelist or a vision of the
characters. Upon seeing a
bird, you may be able to
classify it and remember
information about it that
makes the bird seem more
alive and beautiful to you.
Art exhibitions, theater,
and music are deeper and
richer because of what you
learned and experienced
during university. And
later in life, you will find
that almost everything you
do has connections reach-
ing back to these four
years. But they may not be
to the "practical" things
that you have learned at
university to help vou do a
better job. You may find
that the most rewarding
and the most lasting are
what you thought at the
time to be insignificant or
even unimportant. University
is a time when seeds are
planted in your minds that
will sprout and grow like
flowers over the rest of
your life, giving your life
more beauty and sparkle
because of their existence.

Congratulations on
your graduation, and may
your lives be richer for
your university life.
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