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Through the combination of the Academic Research Grant and Young Researcher Grant, |
was able to attend conferences and visit several writing centers in universities located throughout
Japan.

My main area of research is the development and implementation of Writing Centers in
Japanese Universities. While Writing Centers and Writing Center Research has a long history in
North America and Europe, it is still a relatively new concept in Japanese higher education.

At the beginning of the academic year 2017, | was pursuing two possible ideas for research
under the larger umbrella of Writing Center research. The first was the relationships of power
between tutors who are younger or of a lower academic standing than the participant in the
tutorial session. For this research, | contacted tutors at a large private university in Tokyo, where
the sessions were recorded and transcribed. | reviewed the transcriptions and looked for instances
of positive tutor-writer interaction in a reversed power-structure. | published my preliminary
findings in the Tsuru University Journal. The greatest difficulty was finding sessions that fit into
this role-reversal.

My other, smaller research activity was a review of exit surveys used at different writing
centers both domestically and internationally. | analyzed some flaws in data collection that if
revised, could better help tutors and writers. | presented these findings at a Peer Learning
Conference at Hofstra University in New York.

[F%3C] Delgrego, N. (2018) Peer Learning and Academic Standing in Japanese Writing Centers:
Preliminary Findings. The Tsuru University Review, 87, 265-276.

[5%83%] Delgrego, N. (2017) Just One More Thing Before You Go — Writing Center Exit
Surveys. 2017 National Conference on Peer Tutoring in Writing (NCPTW) Hofstra University, NY.
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