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As stated previously, my main area of research is the development and implementation
of Writing Centers in Japanese Universities. Writing Centers and Writing Center Research"is still
a relatively new concept in Japanese higher education with a history of only 15 years.

Specifically, | want to look at the intended impact of writing éenters through
observations and interviews with administrators, tutors, and writers at Japanese University
Writing Centers. Most of the writing centers in Japan were established based on unigue needs;
therefore, it is desirable to collect data from various sites. Various sites will provide a more
comprehensive overview of the impact of writing centers in Japanese universities.

6. MABRF

As in previous academic years, | was able to conduct research, attend conferences, and
visit several writing centers throughout Japan due to a combination of the Academic Research
Grant and Young Researcher Grant. ,

In the 2018 academic year, | wanted to start a larger Writing Center project and
interview administrators, tutors, and writers (users) of Japanese University Writing Centers. This
project will be a massive undertaking that will require numerous site visits to different writing
centers throughout Japan. Additionally, this research is challenging to conduct because
administrators, tutors, and writers need to be interviewed during the academic school year when
classes are in session. | gained numerous contacts through the Writing Center Association of
Japan and the International Writing Center Association. In June of 2018 | traveled to an
international education conference in Stockholm and made additional writing center contacts there.
Attendance at a single overseas conference can quickly deplete the majority of the research
budget.

In 2018, | also decided that | would use PAC Analysis to interview Tutors at writing




centers. | attended several PAC themed conferences/meetings within Japan. | also used Tsuru
University’s library resources to gather approximately 20 research articles from varying fields
that used PAC analysis. | then analyzed a specific component of PAC, the stimulus prompt, to
gain a better understanding of the analysis and began to create my own stimulus prompts for
further research.
Finally, | wrote a practical paper about using an online test creation software called

Kahoot. | used this software as a means of alternative assessment for students. This article is
not directly linked to my main area of writing center research. However, it was a useful activity
to improve and vary my teaching at Tsuru University.
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[i#®32) Delgrego, N. (2019) A Review of Personal Attitude Construct (PAC) Studies in Various
Disciplines: The Usage of Stimulus Prompts. #RE XEIXEMRLE, £ 89 &, 161-179.

[#®3¢] Delgrego, N. (2019) Alternative Assessment: Creating Kahoots. #F88 X &l K%
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(%245 K] Delgrego, N. (2018) From Passive Listener to Active Writer at a Japanese
University Writing Center. 2018 Exploring Language Education (ELE): Gl_obal and Local

Perspectives, Stockholm University, Sweden.

[Z4&& K] Delgrego, N. (2019) Checking in With Tutors: Fixing Session Problems Before They
Happen, 11th Symposium on Writing and Writing Centers in Asia, Sophia University, Tokyo.
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