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Hamish Gillies

Nine years seems to have passed inordinately quickly. It
seems like yesterday that I made the significant move
from Hiroshima to Tsuru, not knowing exactly what was
waiting for me there. All I had to go on was my wife’s
experience of having studied in the English Department at
TsuruBun in the 1990s! I must confess I was somewhat
daunted by going from a predominantly foreign-colleague
work environment to a department where I was the only
non-Japanese full-time faculty member. (Fast forward nine
years and there are now three of us in the English
Department!). However, this ‘immersion’ experience was

made immeasurably easier by the warmth and helpfulness
of my new colleagues, and this brings me to the main
point of my message: what I will miss most about working
in TsuruBun are the people. The Administration Staff, the
Teaching Faculty, and of course the Students. The Admin
Staff somehow manage a superhuman workload, and yet
they have always been so friendly and helpful, even
despite my ‘unique’ Japanese ability! My teaching
colleagues, both inside and outside the English
Department, have likewise helped make my time at
TsuruBun an enjoyable and fulfilling experience. And
finally, and arguably most importantly, the students at
TsuruBun are what makes this university unique. Coming
from all over Japan, they create a truly cosmopolitan and
open-hearted atmosphere on campus, and they have been
an absolute joy to teach. I would therefore like to say a
huge thank-you to all of you. As I move on now to a new
institution, part of me will always remain in Tsuru.
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